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IF I had one remark and one only to make about
National Ideals, it would be this: that the conscious
and professed ideals are as straws in the wind ; the
unconscious or concealed ideals are the real forces that
govern mankind. Some philosopher, I think it was
Herbart, has compared the unconscious part of human
character to the submerged part of an iceberg at sea.
The great bulk of the iceberg is under water, invisible
and unooticeable : what we call the iceberg is only
the cluster of towers and pinnacles that reach up into
the light. The great bulk of human character lies
below the water-line of consciousness. We breathe,
digest, preserve our balance, without thinking of it :
we seek what we like and shun what we dislike with-
out thanking of it : we devise the ways of getting or
of shunaing, we plot, scheme, flatter, slander, bribe
and threaten—without thinking of it, without knowing
it, without reason or conscience having a hearing on
the subject.

The awakened, reasonable, conscious Man is the top-
most tower of the whole great structure. But it is
the instinctive and unconscious Man that supplies both
the mass and the momentum. It is this submerged
gelf, this self which, to use the medizval phrage
“ slumbers beneath the threshold,” that counts for
most in the movements of magses and of nations. The
instinctive man is not, of course, necessarily wicked ;
he is the source of good as well as of evil, of love as
well as of hate. But it is well to observe him ; for
if ever you cease to observe him, he will deceive
you.

It must have struck every student of History who
at the same time cares about contemporary politics,
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that there is one strange discrepancy between the
record of politics in the past and his own conscious-
ness of politics in the present. When he thinks over
his political views, makes a speech or argues, Le is
constantly appealing to ideals, such as Justice,
Liberty, Christian principles, patriotism, and he
believes that these ideals guide both him and his
party. When he reads a good history, he will find
the differences of parties and of nations expressed
almost exclusively by divergences of interest. The
interests of France clashing with the interests of
Austria ; the interests of the landed classes, the inte-
rests of the manufacturers, the interests of the Church
—these come in history mnot as occasional factors in
the life of nations habitually guided by Justice,
Liberty and the rest of it : they come as permanent
factors, as the main roots of action. It gives onea
shock, this apparent cynicism of History. But the
facts bear it out ; and more, our own instinctive com-
ments show that we expected it. From the begin-
ning of the world till now it has been the same : far-
mers have always wanted corn to be dear ; manufac-
turers have wanted labour to be cheap ; slave-owners
have always thought well of slavery; liquor sellers
have always admired an increased consumption of
liquor ; aristocracies have always approved of their
own privileges ; leather-sellers have always beld that
more articles should be made of leather. The slave-
owner produces @ number of arguments explaining
that slavery is a blessing to all concerned in it. The
farmer writes pamphlets and books to show that Free
Trade in corn will wreck the bases of society.
“ These,” says the one, “ are the reasons why I object
to emancipation.” “Those,” says the other, ‘‘are the
considerations that make me a protectionist.”

History turns an amused glance at their reasons and
observes, “The slave-owners naturally resisted emanci-
pation. The farmers were, of course, protectionists.”
And we are not in the least surprised at her tone. If
we find a slave-owning emancipationist or a farmer
who believes that even if he loses by it, poor men
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ought to have cheap bread, we either suspect his
motives or we frankly admire him as a noble and
exceptional man. Fortunabely, amid the clash of
interests, such men have often very great power.
They act with the disinterested classes, and the dis-
interested classes can often save a country.

Still the unconscious ideals are what mainly guide
mankind. And among the unconscious ideals there is
one especially that is vast and permanent : the very
centre of the Ego is stirred by it: the ideal of the
man’s own prosperity, success, expansion. ‘I love
the thing that makes me great and rich and admired.
I hate the thing that pulls me down and makes me
small and of no account.” And if you argue to me
that the first thing is bad and the second good, do you
suppose that the quivering centre of ambitious life
within me will not cry in passionate denial: ‘‘ No,
the thing that hurts me is bad, cruel, treacherous :
the thing that soothes and helps me is good.” Do
you suppose it will not reach out its feelers north,
south, east and west for waapons to help it and
arguments to slay your arguments ?

e Self-interest—in no high philosophical senss. but
in its ordinary acceptation—is a vast factor in private,
in everyday life. But in private life it is strongly
and vividly counteracted by social and moral forces
which are almost powerless in politics. A farmer
who could let his own labourer starve to death before
his eyes rather than part with a slice of bread would
be a monster. Men are prevented from doing such
things by all kinds of natural instinets. Buat the
landed classes who caused thousands to die of famine
in 1842 and 1846, in order to keep up their incomes,
were very good people indeed. Is that not a fair way
of putting it? I think it is. True, they did not
say they supported the Corn Laws in order to keep
up their income: they sawd it was becauss they
believed in certain argumsnts. But why did they
believe these arguments? Why did all farmers
enthusiastically believe all arguments—whether they
understood them or not—that tended one way, while
all starving artisans believed the contrary arguments ?
The farmers believed their arguments because they
wanted good incomes: the artisans believed theirs
because they valued cheap bread.

Mere straightforward self-interest, then, takes us a
very long way in the explanation of politics, But
obviously not the whole way. There are other instine-
tive elements. There is especially one other; this
same growing and aspiring centre of life within us,
the thing thatin a baby or in Alexander the Great
claims the whole world as its own, has other claims
than the merely physical. When it has grasped all
it can hold or hops for, when itis for the moment
wearied with self-assertion, it likes to be stroked and
praised, it likes to reflsct upon its nobleness, justice
and generosity. Consider the fowls of the air. A
very pretty small bird, the Great Tit, when hungry,
will lift up its beak, split openits brother’'s head.and
proceed to eat his brains. It might then be satisfied,
think you? Notatall! It hasa moral nature, you
must please to remember, which demands to bs satis-
fied as well as the physical. When it has finished its
brother’s brains, it first gets very angry and pecks the
dead body ; then it flies off to a tres and exults.
‘What is it angry with and why does it exult ? It is
angry with the profound wickedness of that brother,
in consequence of which it was obliged to kill him : it
exults in the thought of itsown courage, firmness,
justice, moderation, generosity and domestic swest-
ness. That song is its equivalent—poo: innoczent
thing—of a patriotic leading article in the Krauz
Zeitung or the Daily Telegraph or the Petit
Journal.

Human nature cries aloud for self-approval : it win-
ces and shudders at the first touch of self-reproach or
self-contempt. There are obviously two ways of
avoiding self-reproach. The tiresome and precarious
way of not doing what you suspect to be wrong or
contemptible : and the bold and comparatively safe

way of always admiring whatever you yourself hap-
pen to do. With the bird above mentioned, this
course seems o be easy : he can admire himself all
alone. Man, weakened by his increased self-conscious=
ness, has not only to praise himself, but must gef
others to praise him : must persuade them, argue with
them, cajole them, bribe them, frighten them, till at
last, amid the applause of all his immediate friends
and associates, his sensitive and anxious soul can rest
in peace. Hence comes hypocrisy, the deep uncons-
cious hypocrisy that governs nations and satisfies
man'’s craving for praise.

“ This noble spectacle,” to quote the phrase of a
famous general about war, ‘‘ has, after all, an un-
pleasant side o it.”” ‘‘Never forget,” said a Greek
gophist to a Greek tyrant, ‘‘never forget to slander
those you have wronged.” He need not have said it.
There was a silent and eternal sophist, one may be
sure, below the threshold of conciousness, who could
be trusted to teach that tyrant, and every tyrant, to
slander those whom he had wronged or meant fo
wrong. “If they are good men,” his heart cried
within him, “ I must be bad! And that I will never
be! They are not good men: they are vile and
wicked, and they hurt me; and I wish I could kill
them over again!” The whole vast forece of the
unconsecious self will, we may be sure, be exerted
before all else in these three directions : he will insist
on his own satisfaction: he will insist on his own
goodness, and he will slander restlessly and ruthlessly
those who make him feel sore.

Progress, moral advance, the upward movement of
humanity consists mainly in the constant subjugation
and direction of unconscious self by the conscious.
On the one hand we gain more power of knowing
ourselves : on the other hand the unconscious beast
below the threshold itself becomes changed; our
actual instincts become a little civilized. This is
obvious : it is generally taken for granted. What is
not taken for granted is the extreme precariousness
and superficiality of the process. If you scratch a
Russian, it is said, you find a Tartar. And I dare
say if you scratch any civilized European pretty deep,
you will find something much the same. Nay, some-
times when the deeps of primitive passion are stirred,
you may look deeper sfill, and get glimpses of that
wonderful creature on whom our being is based,
the great Aps that differed from other apes by
its upright posturs, its intslligence, its ambition, its
exquisite sensitivensss to suffering, and by the fact
that alone of the ape tribe it was a ravening beast
of prey.

It pains us, of course, to be reminded of fhe beast's
existence. A certain shock was felt the other day in
the House of Commons when a Cabinet Minister
drew a distincbion bstween Honourable Members and
Honourable Men. Yef no one can possibly deny that
it is a real distinction. O’Connell in 1838 said it was
“ herrible to think that a body of gentlemen—men
who rankad high in society, who were themselves the
administrators of the law, and who ought, therefore,
to be above all suspicion—should be perjuring them-
selves in ths (Election) committees of the House of
Commons.” Now as a matter of fact they were pre-
juring themselves. It was well-known. The leader
of the Opposition knew it. The Government admit-
ted it. The Law Officers of the Crown had remarked
upon it. Buf the political instincts of the Great Bri-
tish nafion objected utterly to having such a thing
mentioned in public—especially by an Irishman.
O’'Connell was condemned, reprimanded and very
nearly sent to Newgate. It is the firsf maxim of
decent society, that the existence of the beast within
us should be concealed. It is the first necessity
of all honest sbtriving for self-improvement, as itiis
of all true philogophic study, o remember that the
beast is there.
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An authentic history of North Ceylon, Particularly of Jaffna

based on archeological Epigraphic and linguistic researches

is stated here in a connected manner from ancient times up

to the occupation of the Island by the European Professor.

S. Krishnasamy lyengar has given an appreciatve forword.
PRICE Rs. 5-8-0.
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NATIONAL
INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED.
Head Office : =
NATIONAL INSURANCE BUILDING, [
7, Council House Street, Calcutta. &

New Policies Issued in 1931
for over

Showing an increase over
the New Business figure

Bs. 1,32,33,000 |

for 1930 of 1654 % 2
Claims paid up to end of I
1931 over Rs.  90,00,000

Invested Funds amount to over Rs. 1,75,00,000
LOW RATES LIBERAL CONDITIONS
NEW TABLES NEW BENEFITS |

For particulars & Agencies please write to:—

The Branch Secretary,
Madras Branch,

113, Armenian Street, S
Madras.

FIRE & ACCIDENT RISKS
covered by
NATIONAL FIRE
AND {
GENERAL INSURANCE COMPANY Ltd.,j
NATIONAL INSURANCE BUILDING,
7, Council House Street, Calcutta. 2

The Branch Secretary, ]

-1] ]

=

. G. DAS & Co.,
Mamnagers.

Madras Branch, R. G. DAS & Co.,

118, Armenian Street, OF Managers. 8

Madras. g
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